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Greetings from the Pastor
“Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate 

their meals with exultation and sincerity of  heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the 
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

Welcome back!
By the time this newsletter reaches you, we will have finished the Easter season and resumed Ordinary 

Time. However, we remain an Easter people: full of  love, hope and joy in Christ’s Resurrection! Our 
Parish continues to flourish despite the setbacks we’ve encountered over the past year. In fact, as we 
were finalizing the newsletter, we received the joyous news that the bishops of  Ohio, including our 
own Bishop Daniel Thomas, are reinstituting the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and other holy 
days, beginning June 5-6 (the Solemnity of  Corpus Christi!). We are filled with gratitude that we can resume some of  our social 
encounters and be a welcoming parish to those looking for a home. 

Our school is out for the summer, which is much needed after a challenging year of  COVID recovery! In addition to maintaining 
enrollment numbers, we provided a Catholic, in-person education to our students without having to shut down or resort to distance 
learning. Truthfully, it was the cheerful spirit of  our students that helped our faculty move forward with hope and purpose. I thank 
our principal and teachers for working above and beyond to overcome the obstacles we’ve faced. 

What is next, you may ask? We continue to work together as a community to recover from the damage caused by COVID. 
Our various ministries are slowly returning to some semblance of  normalcy. I encourage you to get involved, whether through 
volunteering your time and talent for the parish or joining one of  our ministries. Our homebound visits have increased, and I 
would love to resume other visits to meet with families for a house blessing, a meal, or simply to talk about the needs of  our parish. 

Know that you remain in my prayers as we move forward with joyful hope and a renewed sense of  purpose found only in 
Christ. May we continue to treat each other with respect and love as we reach out to our fellow brothers and sisters!

- Father Paul Schreiner, Pastor
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Mass Schedule
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

Saturday: 4 p.m. (Anticipatory Mass)
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.

Confession Schedule
Sunday: 9:45-10:15 a.m.

Tuesday: 6-7 p.m.
Saturday: 3-3:45 p.m.
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Greetings to the Good People of  God!

I would love to share what has been 
happening in the parish and what more 
is on the horizon.

• I recently finished my final weekend 
for Diaconate Formation. I have 
a few summer obligations left, but 
God willing, I will be ordained a 
permanent deacon on Sept. 18 at Rosary Cathedral in Toledo.

• Our Thursday morning catechesis class has been enjoying The 
Wild Goose series with Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, which focuses 
on our relationship with the Holy Spirit.  I highly recommend 
it, as it was a key component to my discernment. It is available 
on Formed.org and I would gladly set up another watch group. 
Contact me and we will plan something!

• Keep checking the weekly bulletin for our St. Joseph pilgrimages 
this summer, where we visit churches named for St. Joseph in 
this year dedicated to him. The first one is June 2 in Marblehead!

• If  anyone would like to take part in an online or in-person 
viewing of  The Search, let me know and we can get it set up.

• It is never too early to be thinking about RCIA!  Contact me if  
you or someone you know would like to become Catholic. 

• Home visits for Communion and other Sacraments are 
happening.  Please call the Parish office so that a visit can be 
scheduled.  Fr. Paul and I are glad to visit.

Last year, while prepping students in Norwalk for Confirmation, 
I stumbled upon Fr. Larry Richards explaining Cardinal Désiré-
Joseph Mercier’s Prayer to the Holy Spirit. I have prayed this 
prayer for some time now and can attest to its merits. Following the 
promptings of  the Holy Spirit gives such a sense of  purpose and 
calm, even in the midst of  uncertainty. There is a real difference in 
my day if  I somehow miss praying it, so I offer it to you below.

- Jim Tokarsky, Pastoral Associate

Prayer To The Holy Spirit
O, Holy Spirit, beloved of  my soul,...I adore You. Enlighten me, guide me, 
strengthen me, console me. Tell me what I should do...Give me Your orders. I 
promise to submit myself  to all that You desire of  me and to accept all that You 

permit to happen to me. Let me only know Your will.

“Every day for five minutes, control your imagination and close your 
eyes to the things of  sense and your ears to all the noises of  the 
world, in order to enter into yourself. Then, in the sanctity of  your 
baptized soul (the temple of  the Holy Spirit), speak to that Divine 
Spirit. If  you do this, your life will flow along happily, serenely and 
full of  consolation. This submission to the Holy Spirit is the secret 
of  sanctity.” - Cardinal Mercier

Upcoming Events
June

2: St. Joseph Pilgrimage: Marblehead
6: Corpus Christi, Eucharistic Procession
13: Blood Drive
18-19: Fish Festival (see p. 4 for more info)
23: St. Joseph Pilgrimage: Tiffin

July
14: St. Joseph Pilgrimage: Toledo and Maumee
27: Young Adult Group: TopGolf

August
7: St. Joseph Pilgrimage: Monroeville/

Sorrowful Mother Shrine
11: Young Adult Group: Lake Erie Crushers 

Game
22: Young Adult Group: Kayaking Outing

Find more events by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website and checking the 
weekly bulletin!

Family Faith Formation: Making 
and Praying the Rosary
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Our Lady of Fatima

The Pilgrim Virgin of  Fatima is a statue of  
Mary that has traveled through the homes 
of  St. Mary parishioners for 30 years. If  
you would like to have her in your home 
for private prayer and devotion with your 
family, please call Denise at (440) 787-
6252. You will be blessed!

St. Paul Street Evangelization Team

St. Paul Street Evangelization began in Vermilion on July 
2, 2016 We have had a presence during the VFM each 
year; at Festival of  the Fish; at the Woollybear!

Last year, we only got out five times, all at Jaime’s Flea 
Market. This year, we have been at Jaimie’s three times so 
far! We go based on outside temperature being at least 55 
degrees Fahrenheit and not raining. Since we’ve started, 
the Lord has allowed us to minister to about three thousand 
people, including 600 at the Lorain County Fair in 2019! 
God willing, we will be back this year. 

We have seen God increase our team each year and bring 
us to more and more venues. If  you are willing to pray for 
our ministry, please do! And if  you would like to become 
involved, please contact David Boardwine by phone (440-
320-2053) or by email at daveboardwine@live.com.

Altar Servers Needed
Hey youth (grades 3-12)! Are you interested in altar serving this 
summer? If  so, please contact Joe Kwiatkowski (jkwiatkowski@
stmaryvermilion.org) as we’re looking to start back up the altar 
serving ministry. Even if  you don’t have any experience but 
want to learn, contact Joe and we can set up trainings! Please 
prayerfully consider serving the parish in this way. 

Blood Drives Raise $1,800 for School
Thank you to our generous parishioners who have faithfully supported 
the St. Mary’s Parish and School Blood Drives. We had another 
amazing year, with 105 units of  life saving blood donated, which 
can help save up to 420 lives, including your family, your friends, 
or your neighbors. St. Mary School will receive $1,800.00 
in grant money from Vitalant Blood Bank for the donations as 
well ($600.00 for every 35 donations).  June 1, 2021, will begin our 
next year, we already have 2 donations on our tally! The next blood 
drive is Sunday, June 13,  from 9 a.m.-Noon, in the school cafeteria.  
Thank you for your support.

Lynn Allegretto, Blood Drive Coordinator
440-315-7624

Become a Knight of Columbus
Who are the Knights of  Columbus, and what do they do? The 

Knights of  Columbus are a men’s fraternal organization guided by 
four principles of  charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. We provide 
financial aid and assistance to individuals and families in need, as 
well as conduct local programs in the areas of  faith formation, family 
activities, community activities and protecting the dignity of  life. 

Our local Council 4539 hasn’t done some of  our usual social and 
family activities during the past year due to COVID restrictions, but 
we have substituted that with other community efforts. The Council 
conducted six food drives that totaled over eleven trucks of  food 
and almost $14,000 that were distributed to the Vermilion Salvation 
Army, the Vermilion Food Pantry and Grace’s Kitchen. The 
Council also collected donations for the Lucy Idol Center through 
our Measure Up campaign, Birthright of  Lorain and Heartbeat of  
Sandusky for right to life activities and the Ohio Veterans Home. We 
supported local youth sports teams, the Cub Scouts of  St. Mary’s 
and other church activities. Thank you to all our parishioners who 
supported our fundraising activities.

Would you like to join with us to help with our activities? For more 
information, go to KofC.org or contact Skip Woods (440-541-7506), 
Chris Phillips (814-571-5533) or Charles Trinter (967-3719). See you 
at church!

Sunday Obligation Returns
Bishop Daniel Thomas has announced that the obligation 
to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, which has been 
dispended due to COVID, will be back in effect starting the 
weekend of  June 5-6. Watching a livestream of  Mass is not the 
same as being at Mass in person, nor does it fulfill the obligation. 
While those who are sick, have significant health risk factors, or are 
caretakers for someone immuno-compromised or ill are exempt, 
we look forward to seeing the rest of  you at Mass! 
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2021 Festival of the Fish
St. Mary Parish will be participating in the 2021 Festival of  the Fish, June 
18-19, though it will be a ‘scaled’ down version from other years. We 
will participate on Friday and Saturday only, and our focus is in 5 areas: 
Food, Hospitality, Parking, Raffles, and St. Paul’s Street Evangelization.

The Organizing Committee is 
requesting your help in the following 
areas: 
• Donations of  lottery tickets for the 

Lottery Basket, 
• Donations of  Pop or Water,
• And YOU! Can you donate 2 

hours of  your time to assist us on 
those days? 

Lottery tickets, pop, and water can be delivered to the parish office. If  
you’re interested in volunteering for a 2-hour shift at any of  the stations 
or getting involved in some way, please contact me! This is one of  the 
parish’s largest fundraisers, and we’re relying on our parish community 
to help this year be a success. 

Thank you all,

Lynn Allegretto
440-315-7624
Festival of  the Fish Coordinator 2021

K of C Benefit for Ohio Vets
Knights of  Columbus Bishop Machebeuf  Assembly 
#813 in Sandusky is hosting a Pampered Chef  
Fundraiser to benefit the veterans at the Ohio Veterans 
Home in Sandusky. 20% of  the sales will benefit the 
personal needs that are not provided for the veterans. 
All orders will be direct shipped. 

To place an order, visit: pamperedchef.com/party/
ovhvets. Orders must be placed by June 30. Contact 
Joyce Burich, Independent Consultant, with any 
questions (440-320-7518, call or text).

Coffee and Doughnuts Return
Fellowship Gatherings after Sunday Mass will return 
in July! Every Second Sunday, we will host coffee and 
doughnuts after Mass in the cafeteria. See you there!

Pope Francis has given the Church a great gift: an entire year dedicated to learning more about 
St. Joseph and growing in devotion to him! Our parish is doing several things to celebrate: We’ve 
included a special prayer at the end of  Mass asking for his intercession and several people are 
consecrating themselves to St. Joseph with Fr. Don Calloway’s “Consecration to St. Joseph” book. 

As a parish, we will also be hosting several St. Joseph Pilgrimages, where we visit parishes or  
shrines dedicated to St. Joseph and share time in prayer and fellowship. There’s also a special 
program from the diocese where you can receive a commemorative magnet for visiting the at 
least five St. Joseph sites, so we hope you can join us!

Our scheduled pilgrimages are: June 2 (Marblehead), June 23 (Tiffin), July 14 (Toledo and 
Maumee), and August 7 (Monroeville). For more information on these and other events as they 
come available, check out the Year of  St. Joseph page on our website!

Young Adult Group
Are you a Catholic near Vermilion between 21-39 
years old? St. Mary’s Young Adult Ministry is here for 
you! We aim to form a strong community for young 
adults to grow in their faith and socialize with other 
like-minded people their age. Whether single, dating, 
or married, all young adults are invited to join us!

Some of  our next events are listed on page 2, but for a full 
list of  upcoming events or to receive more information 
about our group, contact Elisha Valladares-Cormier 
(evalladares@stmaryvermilion.org)!

Celebrating the year of St. Joseph



Parish Updates
Maintenance Update

By Steve Stumphauzer, Facilities Maintenance Coordinator

You might have noticed me walking 
around in “The Fog” after Mass, as I 
spray fogging disinfectant daily after every 
Mass, including weekends, and preschool 
between morning and afternoon classes. 
Major projects are on hold until this 
pandemic allows us to be as close to 
normal as possible, if  ever. The extra hit 
to our Maintenance Collection from the 
last year is also impacting how much and 
what we are able to do. But we are taking care of  anything that 
does happen. The daily reports still have a number of  items daily 
in addition to the usual occurrences that happen from open and 
close. But just as important, the completed stack of  message items 
on the desk also grows daily.

We are installing the first round of  hands-free sanitizer 
dispensers, soap dispensers, paper towel dispensers and arranging 
for hands-free faucets and flush valve controls. We still have a 
ways to go, especially replacing the tank-type toilets in the PLC 

with hands-free options without 
tearing into the plumbing, but there 
are options available. Several sinks 
need to be replaced to accommodate 
the hands-free faucets, so we are 
scheduling these items as more 
money becomes available, through 
grants and the like. Repairs to the 
sink drains in the kitchen have been 
made, so the sinks now hold the 
water in the sink and draining won’t 
drip on the floor.

Preparations have begun for replacing the back patio roof  of  
the Rectory. Fr. Paul knocked down the old roof, which had pretty 
well rotted out. Measurements have been taken and a sketch for 
a new open wood structure with a shingle roof  are being put 
together for possible building in mid-June. Project will include 
new siding on the Rectory Garage similar to what is already there 
but will include wall sheathing to help strengthen the Garage as 
there is no sheathing there now. No more waterfall between the 
Garage Breezeway and Patio!

There’s always a myriad of  problems that pop up daily (this 
happened, can you get…), setting up and taking down for possible 
overflow (you never know who is coming), and trying to figure out 
the best answer for taking care of  what have been given to us.

Finance Update
By Ed Klimczak, Business Manager

During the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
regular Sunday and Christmas/Easter 
collections remain significantly down when 
compared to what we were able to raise two 
years ago (pre-pandemic.)

As things stand right now, the parish’s 
shortfall sits around $75,000. In the 
past weeks, we have received some great 
additional support from parishioners 
toward resolving our deficit, and we remain very grateful for their 
assistance. Here is how the last year of  giving compares to two 
years ago:

Jul. ‘18-Apr. ‘19 Jul. ‘20-Apr. ‘21

Monthly Sunday Collection
(Average for 9 months)

$41,186 $36,898

Maintenance Collection
(Average for 9 months)

$3,266 $2,745

Christmas & Easter
(10 months)

$43,681 $39,128

    
As we come back to a more normal time of  worship, and as 

capacity in the church increases, we hope that our contributions 
return, and the shortfall we are currently experiencing disappears.  
For those who have not returned to in-person Mass and are not able 
to give in person, we do have online giving available through Our 
Sunday Visitor, the same company that provides us with collection 
envelopes. To give electronically, please see the parish website. 

Thank you to all who are currently giving, and to all who are 
helping with our shortfall as we continue to recover from the effects 
of  COVID-19 at St. Mary Parish.

Look for this button on our website!
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St. Mary School
The Principal’s Message

By George Mitchell

Hello, St. Mary Community!

As we approach the end of  the 
2020-21 school year, we are fortunate 
to have added some great opportunities 
for our teachers and our students for 
the upcoming school year. Through 
the generosity of  so many, our 2020 
Annual Fund allowed us to partner 
with Discovery Education to grow our 
professional development in STEM teaching and use of  Discovery 
resources throughout the next three years. Discovery will provide 
directed professional development in STEM teaching as well as 
one-to-one coaching for our teachers for the 2021-22 school year. 
This will provide a one-of-a-kind experience for our staff that will 
ultimately help us prepare our students for the 21st century. 

We were also able to purchase new student resources for STEM 
and tech, as well as update what we already had. We purchased 
new Chromebooks for our grades 3-6 classrooms, allowing us to 
cycle out aging Chromebooks and keep our students connected. 
We outfitted our K-2 classrooms with additional iPads. These 
upgrades will greatly help our school serve our students if  there 
is ever a need to implement a remote learning environment in 
the future.

 
To grow our STEM program, we purchased the Maker Cart 

2.0 as a great foundation for our student’s maker space resources. 
This cart provides hundreds of  different items to create over 40 
different projects! Another great addition is a 3D printer, which 
will give our students excellent hands-on, real-world experience 
with 21st century technology and the design process. Alongside 
the carving unit we already have, the 3D printer will be a great 
centerpiece to the STEM resources our students have access to. 

 
In addition to our efforts to grow the STEM caliber at St. 

Mary School, we are excited to announce that we will bring 
back our Soap Box Derby program for the 2021-22 school year, 
thanks to a grant written by our School Advisory Committee. 
The Soap Box Derby program provides an excellent, real-world 
application of  STEM that provides our students with a fun and 
unique experience.

 
I am incredibly excited about the opportunities and resources 

St. Mary School students will have access to in the 2021-22 school 
year! Thank you for all of  your support for St. Mary School and 
our students.

 
God Bless,

George Mitchell, Principal 
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Happy Trails!
Congratulations and best wishes to our graduating sixth 
graders! Many of  them have been at St. Mary School since 
preschool, and we’re so proud of  how they’ve grown. Please 
keep them in your prayers.

Timothy Anders, Michael Bohl, Caroline Butler, Cameron Diehl, 
Christian Diehl, Avery Kemmer, Blake Shepherd, Logan Slingwine, 

Isabelle Smith
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Despite the challenges COVID brought 
this year, God provided our Sunday Family 
Faith Formation opportunities to build up our 
Catholic Faith. Families gathered together 
in small groups, once a month on Sunday 
mornings. When we needed to, we met over 
Zoom to share faith and fellowship.

As restrictions are lifted in our community, schools and 
elsewhere, we look forward to returning to in-person Sunday Faith 
Formation each week. I will mail out the information before the 
end of  July; it will also be on the parish website.

I want to say thank you for all who persevered this year. We 
learned much from this year:

• that living our Catholic faith will always face confrontations
and challenges; 
• that at times we must sacrifice and prioritize our choices as we
respond to the Holy Spirit’s invitation;
• that we have not been forgotten by our Church Community;
• that our hunger and thirst for God is first and foremost
fulfilled by the Holy Eucharist and sustained by the Word of
God in Scripture;
I thank the volunteer Catechists, using Pope Francis’ words:

“I thank you for the sacrifices that you and your family make and for the 
zeal and devotion with which you carry out your important ministry. You 
teach what Jesus taught, your instruct adults, help parents to raise their 
children in the Faith, bring the joy of  the gospel and the hope of  eternal life 
to all. Thank you for your dedication, your example, your closeness to God’s 
people in their daily lives, and all the many ways you plant and nurture the 
seeds of  faith.”

Family Faith Formation: Susan Shultz, Teresa Krause, Tim 
Rini, Jennifer Bednar, Kathy Dobos, Jay Krause, Barb Trinter

Confirmation: Charlie Trinter

LifeTeen/Edge: Beth Schaefer, Brian Jones, Colleen Ransom, 
Joe DeMarco

Finally, after many years of  dedication to the Religious 
Education, Faith Formation and youth ministry of  our parish, 
Jennifer Bednar and Beth Schaefer will not be returning to these 
particular ministries in the fall of  2021. They will follow the Spirit’s 
call to other parts of  the vineyard. On behalf  of  our parish, and 
from the deepest part of  my heart, I thank you. You have left your 
fingerprints everywhere! Just as a Beloved Child of  God should 
do. You will be missed! 

Shalom, Sandy Smith

Family Faith Formation

First Communion
On May 2, children from our parish received the Holy 
Eucharist for the first time. Many thanks to our catechists 
for preparing the children, and please pray for them: 

Bryce Blackham; Parker Dreher; Easton Geary; Josie Hayden; 
Annelise Hepp; Jude Miller; Reagan Moore; Jason Richardson; 
Maximus Sako; Kevin Shumaker; William Shumaker; Tori Smith; 

Maddi Sokolowski; Duncan Whyde

Come, Holy Spirit!
On May 23, Pentecost Sunday, Father Paul administered 
the Sacrament of  Confirmation to seven teens from our 
parish. They spent the last two years studying our faith, the 
life and teachings of  Jesus, the sacraments, the person of  
the Holy Spirit, prayer, the beatitudes and the spiritual and 
theological virtues. They are now fully initiated members 
of  our faith community! Thank you for your prayers and 
support during their formation. Please continue to pray for 
these young people as they continue to grow in their faith:

Terrence Anders; Collin Angney; Sean Butler; Kelsey 
Lehky; Alina Pollak; Oliver Roy; Allison Traut

Confirmation 2022
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the usual first year of  
instruction for Confirmation was delayed. It’s now time to 
start the preparations for our next class of  Confirmation 
candidates! If  you have a child who has completed the seventh 
grade and will be in the eighth grade in 2022 and is interested 
in pursuing reception of  the sacrament, please contact the 
parish office with your name and contact information so you 
can be informed of  upcoming instruction during the summer 
months. Older youth who have not been confirmed should 
also contact the parish office if  interested.

Thank you,

Charlie Trinter, Confirmation Coordinator



Gallery

For more photos of  these events and additional photo albums, follow us on Facebook!

Holy Week and Easter Liturgies
Christ is risen, He is truly risen! This Easter was a joy, especially to welcome Kody into our faith.

(L-R: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil)

National Day of Prayer, May 6
Together with several other members of  Vermilion Christian communities, we prayed for our city, for those who 

have struggled as a result of  the pandemic, and in thanksgiving for God’s blessings in our lives.

Peg Strong Day, May 7
St. Mary School celebrated the legacy and impact of  Mrs. Peg Palmer Thomas, who served our school as a 
preschool aide for many years. Thank you to Riddle Funeral Home and several donors for contributing to this day.


